Why Gare About Farm Labor? 


ReunaicosmThroughout most of the Yestern world, feudalism died some 


hundreds of years ago. It still exists, in a real sense, in certain parts 


of the United States -- including California. Caste systems have been legally 
But 
abolished in "underdeveloped" countries. /a caste system thrives, with the 


fxxkxk knowledge and support of the legaliestablishment, in our own State. 

This nearest approach toa functional caste within our society is drawn, 
not along cultural, religious, lingual, or racial lines, but along occupational 
lines. It is composed of workers in the industry of agriculture. Itis a 
caste in the sociological and psychobogical senses. It is a caste in the 
sense that aitmkmemn the legislative, judicial, and executive branches of 
government, at local, State, and Federal levels, are engaged directly or 
indirectly in enforcing its perpetuation. It is a caste in the sense that, 
for one hundred years, for most of those trapped within the system there has 


been no exit. 
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